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Unit 11 – Ice Cream Taster

11A Introduction

There are many jobs out there that you could get when you grow up: a teacher, a dancer, a baseball 
player, a writer. But here’s a real job that you probably never heard of: an ice cream taster.

11B Song Lyrics

You know there’s so many jobs out there, you might be young, but you might be thinking like, “What 
am I going to be when I grow up?”

Young lady, I don’t want to get you upset, 
But you’re not going to grow up to be a princess.
Young man, I don’t want to ruin or spoil your plans,
But you probably won’t be the next Batman.
Wow, relax, don’t get mad,
There’s a lot of cool jobs that you could have.
And hey, you don’t have to take it from me,
You can take it from my friend, Miss Netty.

They say that I scream, you scream, we all scream for ice cream,
But who makes sure the ice cream comes out nicely?
Me! I have the special opportunity, the privilege,
To be an ice cream taster, you heard of it?
For my job, I need a sensitive tongue,
And even when it gets numb, the job still gets done.
I have a special process, a certain way,
That I go about taking each and every taste.

Choco-chunk makes my mouth say, “What?”
I like mint chip and my peanut butter cup.
Looky yo, it’s cookie dough, makes everybody go
“Whoa”; they’re tasting rocky road or Oreo.

First, I make sure that it’s not too cold,
If they chill it too much, it won’t have taste at all.
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Then I eat a little bit of it, chocolate chip and peppermint, 
People say, “You eat so much, girl, you must sick of it?” 
No, I don’t each much; I limit the amount 
That I put in my mouth; I take small bites.
And if I smile,
That’s a signal that it’s worth your while.
Now some ice cream just tastes average,
Some put it in the freezer; some put it in the fridge.
But I value a special kind of taste,
I mean I really, really love it, and I think it’s great.
Fresh strawberries have a delicate taste,
A taste that’s soft, and fine like lace.
So, yes, my job is like a dream,
’Cause I get paid to taste ice cream.

Choco-chunk makes my mouth say, “What?”
I like mint chip and my peanut butter cup.
Looky yo, it’s cookie dough, makes everybody go
“Whoa”; they’re tasting rocky road or Oreo.
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privilege 
(noun) . A special right or permission. The first person into the movie theater has the privilege of 
sitting wherever she wants. 

process
(noun) . The steps that one takes to make something happen. There is a long process to how honey 
is made: It starts with pollen in a flower, and ends with bees in a beehive.

sensitive
(adj) . Feeling something easily or strongly. After Peter cut his knee, the skin around the cut was 

very sensitive.

average / chill / delicate / limit /privilege / process / sensitive / signal / spoil / value

average
(noun) . The usual amount of something, or the middle amount. The class average on the test 
was a 90.
(adj) . Ordinary; not special. Instead of liking huge trucks, he liked average size cars.

chill
(noun) . Coldness, or coolness. On this November night, there is a chill in the air.
(verb) . 1. To make something cold. We couldn’t serve the fruit salad warm; we had to chill it 

first. 2. To relax. Instead of worrying so much, Pablo needs to chill.

delicate
(adj) . Easily broken, but usually beautiful or pleasant. The queen 

wore a very delicate crown, and she was careful not to drop and 
break it.

limit
(noun) . A border or point beyond which you cannot go. In our class, 
there is a limit to the number of kids who can leave the classroom 
to go to the bathroom at one time.
(verb) . To stop from going beyond something, or doing too much of 
something. Kaleel’s mom limits the number of cookies he can eat 
after school.

11C Words Defined
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signal
(noun) . A sign or action that gives a message. Taking a bow was a signal to the audience that the 
band was done playing.
(verb) . To do something that gives a message. By putting up his hand, the cop signaled for me to 

stop walking.



spoil
(verb) . To ruin or make bad. Eating a rotten egg can spoil your whole lunch.

value
(noun) . The worth of something. When it comes to finding old jewelry in 
Egypt, the older it is, the more value it has.
(verb) . To think highly of, or to figure out how much something is worth. 

Krysta loves clothes, but she values her family most of all. 
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11D Synonyms
Circle the word on the right that matches the meaning of the word or phrase on the left.

value chill limit
sensitive valuable average
chill signal spoil
limit value signal

1. cool down
2. easily hurt
3. rot
4. sign
5. normal delicate sensitive average
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2. There is a __________________________________ to how many minutes of recess you can have.

chill signal limit

3. When you are in sixth grade, you’ll get the __________________________________ of having your own
locker at school.

privilege average process

4. Making cookies is a simple __________________________________ if you just follow the directions.

value process signal

5. Tomisha __________________________________ her new bike so much, she cleaned it after every ride.

signaled limited valued

11E Fill in the Blank
Write the word in the blank so that the sentence makes sense.

1. You have to be careful with puppies because they’re very __________________________________ when they’re first born.

delicate average valuable
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11F Connections
Each sentence has a strong connection with one of the words from the unit. Write the correct 
word on the line below.

average / chill / delicate / limit /privilege / process / sensitive / signal / spoil / value

1. There are many steps to turning grapes into wine.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Joanna was the normal height for a third-grader.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Our teacher said we could only have 10 jellybeans.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. It was an honor to meet the President.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. The bruise on my arm hurt when the doctor touched it.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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2. How would you treat a delicate dish?
(A) Use gloves so you don’t burn yourself.
(B) Fill it with cereal and milk.
(C) Be careful not to break it.
(D) Use it as a bowl for dog food.

3. Which is a signal to stop your car?
(A) a red light
(B) a highway
(C) a giant hill
(D) the key

4. Which of the following will spoil a carton of milk?
(A) drinking it with cookies
(B) buying a new one from the store
(C) turning it into chocolate milk
(D) leaving it out of the refrigerator

5. Which of the following is the most valuable?
(A) a blank piece of paper
(B) a house
(C) an old shoe
(D) a baseball cap

The Word Up Project: Level Red

11G Applying Meanings
Circle the letter that makes sense or answers the question.

1. Which of the following would you keep chilled?

(A) hot chocolate
(B) ice cream
(C) apples and peanut butter
(D) a bowl of soup

average / chill / delicate / limit /privilege / process / sensitive / signal / spoil / value

Name: Date:

Unit 11



Before the pints can be shipped out to the ice 
cream stores, a taster must check and make sure it’s 
good enough to eat. The taster cuts open about one pint 
each hour. She looks at it to make sure the chunks and 
swirls are spread out evenly. She also makes sure it tastes 
delicious!

Ben & Jerry’s is no average ice cream company. 
Each year, the company gives away lots of money to help 
protect the environment and spread peace around the 
world. So next time you buy a scoop or pint of ice cream, 
remember that part of your money is helping our planet.

11H Reading
Read the passage below and then answer the questions that follow.

average / chill / delicate / limit /privilege / process / sensitive / signal / spoil / value

Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream
There’s nothing on a hot, summer day like an ice cream cone. There are lots of 

companies that make ice cream, but the one with the weirdest flavors is Ben & Jerry’s. But 
making ice cream and getting it to kids all over the world is a long process and many people 
and machines are needed.

Ice cream always starts out as milk from cows. Ben & Jerry’s buys its milk from local 
farmers who promise not to use any chemicals or feed their cows anything bad. Once the 
farmers have the milk, it is shipped on huge trucks to the Ben & Jerry’s factories. The milk is 
quickly put into large tanks that keep the milk cold so it won’t spoil.. 

Next, the milk is pumped into the factory. Special mixers are used to blend the milk 
with sugar, egg yolks, and cocoa powder. It only takes about eight minutes for these big 
machines to mix it all together. Lastly or, the flavor is added.

The mixture is still liquid and needs to be chilled. So, next it is sent through freezing 
tubes, coming out the other end as smooth, soft ice cream. It is now ready for the chunks of 
cookies, fruits, chocolate and nuts, depending on the flavor. A special machine mixes it all 
together.
 The last step is the filler. The filler limits the amount of ice cream that is put in each 
pint. When a pint is filled, another machine puts the lid on. 
All of the pints are sent through another freezer to make 
sure the ice cream is frozen hard.
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Name three ingredients that are added to the milk.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What does the filler do?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Why does the taster have to check the ice cream?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How does Ben & Jerry’s help the planet?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. What is the very first step to making ice cream?
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Bonus: Crossword Puzzle
Solve this crossword puzzle. Note: Some answers may be different forms of the vocab words above.

 1  2  3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 ACROSS 

 2  Even though it's not expensive, 
 I _____________ my teddy
 bear. 

 5  Dana wore her warmest coat 
 because there was a
 __________ in the air. 

 8  The ____________ of buying 
 groceries took 4 hours! 

 9  Carl wasn't the best or the 
 worst; he was ___________. 

 10  The hen sits on the 
 ___________ egg to keep it
 warm and safe. 

 DOWN 

 1  Tony earned the ___________ 
 of driving his dad's car. 

 3  Jordan's mom ___________ 
 him to 30 minutes of television 
 a day. 

 4  Gabe wears sunglasses 
 because his eyes are
 ___________ to the sun. 

 6  My little brother gets whatever 
 he wants; he is so
 ____________. 

 7  When I give you the 
 _____________, you pass me
 the football. 
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